
Board of Education Special Meeting, February 7, 2022

BOARD OF EDUCATION
COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 64

Minutes of the Special Board of Education Meeting held at 7:00 p.m.
February 7, 2022

Emerson School - MPR
8101 Cumberland Ave, Niles, IL 60714

Board President Pearl called the special meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Board members in attendance were
Phyllis Lubinski, Carol Sales, Tom Sotos, and Gareth Kennedy. Board member Dr. Nicole Woitowich
attended via phone. Board member Rebecca Little was absent from the meeting. Also attending in person
were: Superintendent Dr. Eric Olson; Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Dr. Joel Martin;
Assistant Superintendent for Student Learning Dr. Lori Lopez; Chief School Business Official Adam Parisi;
Director of Facility Management Anthony Bersani; Director of Technology Mary Jane Warden;
Communications Coordinator Nick Shepkowski; and Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent
Natasha Nedeljkovic. Approximately 100 members of the public were present; crowd overflow was
accommodated in the gym.

Board of Education meetings are videotaped and may be viewed in their full length from the District’s
website at http://www.d64.org. The agenda and reports for this meeting are also available on the website or
through the District 64 Educational Service Center, 164 S. Prospect Ave., Park Ridge, IL 60068.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

OPENING REMARKS FROM PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD
President Pearl noted that the board had received numerous public comments via email, and welcomed the
feedback. The members would now listen to the public comments from the people present in person.
President Pearl explained that due to the large number of people present, public comments would be limited
to two minutes per person to give everyone a chance to speak.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
The board listened to comments from more than eighty people, a majority of people advocating for removal
of the masks. Public comments were also received via email, posted on the website, and included in the
February 28, 2022 regular meeting packet.

Public comments concluded at 10:27 p.m. The board took a two-minute break before proceeding with the
meeting agenda.

BOARD DISCUSSION & DECISION ON REVISIONS TO DISTRICT 64 HEALTH & SAFETY
GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON LEARNING
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The board inquired about its legal liability with regards to making masks optional. Legal counsel Steven
Richart explained the consequences of the Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) issued by a judge in a
legal case in Sangamon county in Illinois. He stressed that District 64 was not part of the suit in
question. Mr. Richart stated that the executive order, which had just been reissued by the governor, was
untouched by the TRO and not following it equaled to a violation. Potential consequences could be
non-recognition by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), loss of post-season athletics,
unavailability of state and federal funding, bargaining demands from the unions, medical demands from
some staff, etc. He said the TRO could be stayed any day. The district should weigh its own local risks,
safety, and liability before proceeding. He noted that the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the
Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) still recommended masking and close contact tracing; the
district could potentially be going against applicable standards of care. Board member Sotos inquired
about the district’s liability for not removing masks following the ruling. Mr. Richart stressed that the
district was not part of the lawsuit and therefore the TRO had no jurisdiction over it; it would require
individualized application. He confirmed that parents were entitled to due process, although it had
mainly been rejected in other districts. He said the judge’s order invited lawsuits but guidance should be
forthcoming before the lawsuits were decided. Board members stressed they felt left on their own to
decide how to proceed and that the decision was uncomfortable. Board member Kennedy asked if
anyone had won a lawsuit for catching COVID-19 from someone not wearing a mask, legal counsel
responded no. Mr. Kennedy noted that several districts had gone mask-optional in Illinois and asked if
there had been any actions from ISBE; legal counsel said he had not heard of anything, but that there
had been radio silence from the governor’s office. Board member Sales inquired about how a ruling
from the fourth district court could impact these answers. Legal counsel said a ruling by the fourth
district court would overule everything and things could change drastically, including a complete
reversal. Member Sales then asked if the board should wait for that ruling before making any decisions;
Mr. Richart stated that districts chose to wait citing the potential whiplash effect of any such reversal.
Board member Sotos cited the possibility of due process violation should the board choose to do
nothing. Board member Kennedy offered to amend the motion on the table from mask optional to
recommended, which was seconded by board member Lubinski. The motion would become void should
the TRO be stayed. Members Lubinksi, Sotos, and Kennedy explained why they felt compelled to call
the special meeting tonight to make a decision. Though this was a very divisive issue, they felt the board
represented the community and should take some action. Member Woitowich said the district should
continue with the mitigations in place, as were neighboring elementary districts and District 207,
stressing that board members were not health experts and should follow medical advice from
professionals. She worried about the immuno-compromised students and the impact on them given that
remote learning was not available. She said cases and numbers were headed in the right direction and
mitigations could be removed soon. Board president Pearl said the board should not rush into a decision
and instead should wait to hear from the unions, and consult with legal and health professionals before
making drastic changes. Member Kennedy said given the TRO’s legal applicability and the fact that
social distancing was not part of the ruling, this would be dropped from the original motion on the table.
The members then discussed the motion and wording with legal counsel, the motion was subsequently
amended.

The board proceeded to a roll call on calling the question before voting on the actual motion:
The votes were cast as follows:
AYES: Sotos, Kennedy, Lubinski, Pearl, Woitowich, Sales
NAYS: None
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PRESENT: None
ABSENT: Little

ACTION ITEM 22-02-5 (with a friendly amendment)
It was moved by board member Kennedy and seconded by board member Lubinski that the Board of
Education of Community Consolidated School District 64, Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, direct the
superintendent to immediately revise the district’s health and safety guidelines for in-person learning to make
the wearing of masks by students, employees, and visitors to all school buildings recommended; to remove all
social distancing requirements including those at lunchtime and return children to eating at tables; to remove
any requirements for close contacts to be excluded; and to notify the community that these changes are
effective Tuesday, February 8, 2022; as long as the TRO from Sangamon county is in place.

The votes were cast as follows:
AYES: Kennedy, Sotos, Lubinski
NAYS: Sales, Pearl, Woitowich
PRESENT: None
ABSENT: Little
The motion failed.

ADJOURNMENT
At 11:38 pm. it was moved by board member Lubinski and seconded by board member Woitowich  to
adjourn from the special meeting. The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

Signed Date: March 17, 2022.

____________________________
President

____________________________
Secretary
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