
Board of Education Regular Meeting November 17, 2022

BOARD OF EDUCATION
COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 64

Minutes of the Regular Board of Education Meeting held at 7:00 p.m.
November 17, 2022

Emerson School - MPR
8101 Cumberland Ave, Niles, IL 60714

Board President Pearl called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Other board members in attendance were
Phyllis Lubinski, Carol Sales, Larry Ryles, Dr. Nicole Woitowich (via phone), Tom Sotos, and Gareth
Kennedy. Also attending were: Superintendent Dr. Eric Olson, Chief School Business Official (CSBO) Dr.
Adam Parisi, and Board legal counsel Tony Loizzi.

Board of Education meetings are videotaped and may be viewed in their full length from the district’s
website at http://www.d64.org. The agenda and reports for this meeting are also available on the website or
through the District’s Office located at 8182 W Greendale Ave, Niles, IL 60714.

BOARD RECESSES & ADJOURNS TO CLOSED MEETING
At 6:32 p.m. it was moved by board member Kennedy and seconded by board member Ryles to recess from
the regular board meeting and adjourn to a closed meeting to discuss the following: The setting of a price
for sale or lease of property owned by the public body [5 ILCS 120/2(c)(6)].

The votes to adjourn to the closed meeting were cast as follows:
Ayes: Sales, Woitowich, Lubinski, Pearl, Sotos, Ryles, Kennedy
Nays: None
Present: None
Absent: None
The motion carried.

BOARD ADJOURNS FROM CLOSED MEETING & RESUMES REGULAR MEETING
The Board adjourned from the closed meeting and resumed the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. In addition to
those listed above, also present were: Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources Dr. Joel T. Martin;
Assistant Superintendent for Student Learning Dr. Lori Lopez; Director of Student Services Alicia
Schmeisser; Director of Facility Management Anthony Bersani; Director of Technology Mary Jane Warden;
Communications Specialist Christopher Lilly; and Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent Natasha
Nedeljkovic. Approximately 25 members of the public were present.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Board member Ryles led the pledge.

OPENING REMARKS FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD
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President Pearl noted she had no remarks.

STUDENT/ STAFF RECOGNITION
Assistant Superintendent for Student Learning, Dr. Lori Lopez, recognised the District curriculum
specialists and thanked them for their commitment to District 64. The leaders present at the meeting stood
for a round of applause.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Public comments were invited through a posted email address on the district’s website and in the board
report; none were received. Members of the public who were present in person were also invited to submit
comments; comments were received as follows:

● Francine D’Amico: addressed the Board on the issue of the Holiday Sing cancelation.
● Joey Ignoffo: addressed the Board on the issue of the Holiday Sing cancelation
● Ralph Schelovitzky: addressed the Board on the issue of the leadership of the district the past couple

of years
● Ashley Moran: addressed the Board on the issue of leadership and decisions
● Peter Popovich: addressed the Board on the issue of the Holiday Sing
● Ariel Gurian: addressed the Board to ask for the removal of the superintendent
● Daniela Fuksa: addressed the Board on the issue of the Holiday Sing
● Christina Popovich: addressed the Board on the issue of the superintendent’s leadership and his

“leftist ideology”
● Beata DeFranco: addressed the Board to voice her opposition to the current superintendent
● Alla Bagryanskya: addressed the Board to voice her opposition to the DELT committee, the

superintendent, and her concern over the removal of the Holiday Sing
● Jason Smee: addressed the Board on the issue of the Holiday Sing
● Irina Vanis: spoke against the current leadership
● Sue Graff: spoke in support of the superintendent and as a Teacher Assistant Union member
● Laura Bilben: asked for return of “American values” and unity

The Board took a five minute break before proceeding with the regular meeting.

SPOTLIGHT ON ROOSEVELT SCHOOL
Dr. Dwyer, principal of Roosevelt School, and assistant principal Allison Sobotka presented a synapsis of a
day in the full-day kindergarten program. They spoke about the implementation of full-day kindergarten and
presented a video.

APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA
No changes were made to the agenda.

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER APPRECIATION DAY
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Dr. Olson recognized the Board members for their service and noted that November 15 had been School
Board Member Day.

REVIEW OF PROPOSED 2022 TAX LEVY, ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION #1300 TO APPROVE
THE 2022 PROPOSED TAX LEVY, & ESTABLISHMENT OF PUBLIC HEARING
Dr. Parisi reminded the Board that due to the delay of the second installment of the real estate tax bills, the
process was a little different this year. The Board had viewed a tentative tax levy presentation at the last
regular meeting. Dr. Parisi said the tax bills would be due by December 30 of 2022, with an incentive for
homeowners to pay them before the end of the year to be able to claim the deduction on their income taxes.
While the total value within the district boundaries had fallen this year, a triennial reassessment was coming
and should see an increase for 2022. There was a slight increase in new property for 2021. Dr. Parisi
reminded members that the District could only claim CPI and new construction and will only collect what
they are entitled to, even though the new construction was an estimate at the time of filing. Guessing higher
was always safer. There will be a truth-in-taxation hearing at the December meeting; the proposed levy was
set at 6.93%. A notice will be published in the newspapers after tonight and posted on the District’s website.
Following the hearing at the December meeting, the Board will vote to adopt the 2022 tax levy.

ACTION ITEM 22-11-1
It was moved by board member Sotos and seconded by board member Lubinski that the Board of Education
of Community Consolidated School District 64, Park Ridge-Niles, Illinois, approve the 2022 Tax Levy
Estimate, establishment of the Date and Time of the Truth-in-Taxation hearing for December 15, 2022 at
7:00 p.m., and Publication of Notice of Truth-in-Taxation hearing.

The votes were cast as follows:
Ayes: Ryles, Sales, Sotos, Pearl, Woitowich, Kennedy, Lubinski
Nays: None
Present: None
Absent: None
The motion carried.

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION #1301 AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY
The Board discussed this matter in closed session tonight prior to the regular meeting and had settled on the
terms of the resolution for the sale of the property in question. Dr. Parisi informed those present that the
property had been part of the old Oakton School that was sold many years ago, with this piece of property
leftover at the time of the sale. The District was looking to use a sealed bid process as it had done for the
sale of the District office.

ACTION ITEM 22-11-2
It was moved by board member Kennedy and seconded by board member Ryles that the Board of Education
of Community Consolidated School District 64, Park Ridge-Niles, Illinois, adopt Resolution #1301
authorizing the sale of real property with a minimum sale price of $350,000 and earnest money in the
amount of $35,000.
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The votes were cast as follows:
Ayes: Woitowich, Lubinski, Pearl, Sotos, Kennedy, Ryles, Sales
Nays: None
Present: None
Absent: None
The motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MAINTENANCE GRANT FY 2023
Dr. Parisi explained the money from this grant would be used toward improvement of facilities. The District
would receive up to $50K from the State to match spending, for a maximum total of $100K. Member Sotos
asked if this money could be used toward the full-day kindergarten construction expenses; CSBO Parisi said
not this particular grant, but money from last year’s grant had been used for that purpose.

ACTION ITEM 22-11-3
It was moved by board member Kennedy and seconded by board member Lubinski that the Board of
Education of Community Consolidated School District 64, Park Ridge-Niles, Illinois, approve the School
Maintenance Project Grant FY23 application as presented.

The votes were cast as follows:
Ayes: Lubinski, Sotos, Pearl, Sales, Ryles, Kennedy, Woitowich
Nays: None
Present: None
Absent: None
The motion carried.

PRESENTATION OF THE 2021-22 ILLINOIS SCHOOL REPORT CARD
Dr. Lopez noted the Illinois School report cards are posted online and available for viewing. The reports
contain a lot of different information on Illinois schools, the learning environment, and student achievement.
The Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR), the Illinois Science Assessment (ISA), and the 5Essentials
survey are all part of the report card. What was not on this particular report was the 9th graders performance
in advance placement (AP) classes in D207. Schools are issued a summative designation based on
academics, growth in math and reading, and participation in science. Attendance was taken in remote
classes during the pandemic, in both morning and afternoon classes, and for each class at the middle school
level. Member Kennedy inquired about the definition of proficiency; Dr. Lopez stated that the level is set by
the State and changed annually. The proficiency level slowed down during the pandemic. Two schools in the
district received “Exemplary” designation: Field and Franklin. All other schools (exlcuding Jefferson)
received “Commendable”. Carpenter, Lincoln, and Roosevelt were within 3 points of an “Exemplary”
designation, all others were within 7 points. A commendable designation meant that there were no
underperforming subgroups. The IAR test is taken online each spring, but did not occur in 2020. The results
showed that the performance was slowly returning to pre-pandemic levels. Science assessment was
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exceptional this past year. Growth was above 50, meaning above average. Dr. Lopez noted that about half of
the students pursued AP classes in D207. The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) had a new measuring
tool this year for the Equity Journey Continuum, the data showed minimal gaps in the district, using the
2018-2019 school year data (last typical school year). The 5Essentials survey was administered to all
students in grades 4-8, to all teachers pre-K through 8 grades, and all parents. If three or more areas of the
survey were ranked high, the school was considered ten times more likely to succeed. The results showed
both strengths and where opportunities for growth were. Member Ryles inquired how often Dr. Lopez
connected with D207; she responded once a month at least, but curriculum specialists do this more
frequently. Mr. Ryles inquired about parochial schools; Dr. Lopez said they shared grant opportunities and
dialogued a few times a year. Member Kennedy inquired if there was a concern that AP classes were going
away soon at D207; Dr. Lopez stated there was no concern and she felt confident that rigor would be
maintained. Member Sotos inquired about the changes at 207 and how they affected the District; Dr. Lopez
stated that there was no immediate effect, she remained watchful, but she reminded the Board the districts
are two separate systems and each make their own decisions. Member Sotos inquired about surrounding
elementary districts; Dr. Lopez said they met monthly and shared best-practices and valuable information.
Member Lubinski inquired about intervention and tutoring and whether they were tracked; Dr. Lopez
confirmed and clarified that there was no waitlist and no student was ever denied services because of
crowding issues. Member Kennedy asked about the relevance of testing; Dr. Lopez explained that
state-mandated testing was used to fund schools that are on the lowest-performing end of the spectrum and
to provide support for those schools in order to grow. Data from the testing was also used on certain
websites, such as “rate your school”; it could be a “feather in the cap” when the school is rated as
“exemplary”. She stressed that it was not a formative tool necessarily and the data took forever to come out.
Member Kennedy inquired about the time dedicated to preparing for and testing; Dr. Lopez responded it
was a significant amount of time with a big impact on instruction time and scheduling. Member Pearl
inquired about the science curriculum; Dr. Lopez confirmed that it had been changed a few years ago and
was more inquiry-based now.

PRESENTATION OF DRAFT CALENDAR FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR
Dr. Olson presented the draft for next year’s school calendar. He noted that the calendar committee had
favored a later start, even though high school began a week prior. The recommendation was for a
Wednesday start as in the past couple of years, which seemed popular with both staff and parents. The
calendar will be brought back for adoption at the December meeting.

APPROVAL OF RECOMMENDED PERSONNEL REPORT

ACTION ITEM 22-11-4
It was moved by board member Lubinski and seconded by Board member Woitowich that the Board of
Education of Community Consolidated School District 64, Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, approve the
Personnel Report dated November 17, 2022, noting that the Personnel Report is based on the
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recommendation of the superintendent and not upon the board’s direct knowledge regarding any of the
specific individuals selected for employment.

Kelly Burlingame - Employ as LRC Assistant at Lincoln Middle School effective November 9, 2022 -
$17.04 hourly.
Gina Huegel - Employ as Level IV School Secretary at Lincoln Middle School effective November 9, 2022
- $19.02 hourly.
Linda Merczak - Employ as Teaching Assistant at Roosevelt School effective November 3, 2022 - $17.04
hourly.
Kathi Nelson - Employ as Teaching Assistant at Carpenter School effective October 17, 2022 - $17.04
hourly.
Jennifer Sansone - Employ as Occupational Therapist for the District effective November 1, 2022 -
$55,711.48 (prorated).
Yuridia Talavera - Employ as Night Custodian at Carpenter and Franklin Schools effective October 31, 2022
- $17.03 hourly.

The votes were cast as follows:
Ayes: Ryles, Lubinski, Sales, Kennedy, Sotos, Woitowich, Pearl
Nays: None
Present: None
Absent: None
The motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

● Bills, Payroll, and Benefits

Bills
Fund Fund Total
10 - Education Fund $ 1,869,767.62
20 - Operations and Maintenance Fund $    521,825.36
30 - Debt Services $      10,971.97
40 - Transportation Fund $      26,671.18
50 - Retirement (IMRF/SS/MEDICARE) $     -
60 - Capital Projects $ 2,199,853.77
61 - Capital Projects-2017 Debt Certificates  $     -
80 - Tort Immunity Fund $     -     575.00
90 - Fire Prevention and Safety Fund $     -

Total:    $ 4,629,664.90
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Payroll & Benefits
Fund Fund Total
10 - Education Fund $  4,374,722.67
20 - Operations and Maintenance Fund $     231,686.34
40 - Transportation Fund $         1,554.66
50 - IMRF/FICA Fund $       78,385.39
51 - SS/Medicare $     110,619.09
80 - Tort Immunity Fund $            -

Total: $  4,796,968,15

The Accounts Payable detailed list can be viewed on the District 64 website’s business services page at
www.d64.org.

● Bills, Payroll & Benefits
● Approval of Financial Update for the Period Ending September 30, 2022
● Destruction of Audio Closed Recordings (none)

ACTION ITEM 22-11-5
It was moved by board member Pearl and seconded by board member Lubinski that the Board of Education
of Community Consolidated School District 64, Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, approve the Consent Agenda
for November 17, 2022, which includes: Bills, Payroll & Benefits; Approval of Financial Update for the
Period Ending September 30, 2022; and Destruction of Audio Closed Recordings (none)

The votes were cast as follows:
Ayes: Pearl, Sales, Kennedy, Woitowich, Sotos, Ryles, Lubinksi
Nays: None
Present: None
Absent: None
The motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

ACTION ITEM 22-11-6
It was moved by board member Pearl and seconded by board member Ryles that the Board of Education of
Community Consolidated School District 64, Park Ridge – Niles, Illinois, approve the minutes from the
Special Meeting on October 19, 2022; the Closed Meeting on Otober 20, 2022; and the Regular Meeting on
October 20, 2022.

The votes were cast as follows:
Ayes: Sotos, Pearl, Ryles, Woitowich, Sales, Lubinski, Kennedy
Nays: None
Present: None
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Absent: None
The motion carried.

OTHER DISCUSSIONS & ITEMS OF INFORMATION
Dr. Olson said a few members would attend the Triple I conference this weekend. He mentioned the Board
would tour Jefferson School and the new district offices before the start of the regular meeting on December
15. Member Kennedy stated that he would like the Board to discuss the creation of a Board gender policy at
the next meeting, more specifically to direct the Board policy committee to draft such policy. Dr. Olson
stated that Hodges legal counsel Michelle Todd would attend the December meeting and give the Board a
presentation on Title IX policy before the discussion.

NEW BUSINESS
President Pearl said member Phyllis Lubinski would attend the Resolutions Committee meeting at the Triple
I conference this weekend and vote on behalf of the Board, as agreed and voted on at the last meeting. A
community member had asked the Board to reconsider their vote on the Firearm Dealer location resolution.
Member Kennedy stated this discussion was out of order, as time for public comments had passed. In
addition, members would not be able to take another vote tonight to reverse their prior action.

ADJOURNMENT
At 9:19 p.m., it was moved by board member Lubinski and seconded by board member Sotos to adjourn the
regular meeting. The motion was approved by a unanimous voice vote by those members present.

Signed Date: December 15, 2022.

____________________________
President

____________________________
Secretary
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