
 
 

Judith L. Snow Ethical Leadership Award 2018 
 

All of the students chosen for this award are exemplary ethical leaders. Each student 
knows her core values and has the courage to live them in all parts of her life in service 
to the common good. Each student is a principled ethical leader who leads with 
integrity, selflessness, dependability, caring, and fairness. 
 
These four students are all outstanding examples of ethical leaders in our middle 
schools. It is our great pleasure to present to the Board of Education these four students 
as the 2018 Judith L. Snow Ethical Leadership Award winners.  
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
Ellen Zywiciel, Chair 
Kristen Quitno, Trustee 
Judith L. Snow Ethical Leadership Award Committee 
 

Emerson Middle School 
 

Mia Lee 
Mia Lee stated in her essay: “A leader should lead with integrity, selflessness, 
dependability, caring, and fairness. I strive to incorporate these values in my everyday 
life.” Mia has exhibited ethical leadership within many areas of her daily life. She is 
described as her teacher’s “right hand” through assisting with various activities, such as 
chorus, Actor’s Studio, On Stage Club, and Emerson’s musicals. As an active member 
of the arts, Mia’s peers look up to her and her teachers depend on her to motivate 
others toward greatness. Mia contributes to her school and greater community as a 
Soaring Eagle, soccer and softball player, and Symphonic Band member. She 
“consistently inspires her peers to follow her lead” and her superior communication skills 
were highlighted in multiple ways. She is a kind leader, whether on the soccer field with 
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a positive attitude that bolsters the team, or as a morning announcer at Emerson. Mia is 
described as the complete package. She is the epitome of what it means to be kind, 
generous, respectful, and intelligent. As Mia stated in her thoughtful essay, “When not 
participating in a big event, I smile because it can make someone’s day so much 
better.” We at ELF are thrilled to be able to award the Judith L. Snow Ethical Leadership 
Award to Mia.  
 
Diana Tuebo 
Diana Tuebo stated in her essay: “I am a strong believer that we all have a 
responsibility to help others around us, and I’ve found that helping others not only 
benefits them but is a true benefit to oneself.” Diana has proven to be an ethical leader 
in many ways. Her teachers described her maturity level as “the highest amongst her 
peers.” As a piano teacher for a young family, she was described as being patient, kind, 
and flexible. She gives back to her community by growing over 25 pounds of organic 
potatoes for the food pantry, acting as a volunteer teen reader for kindergarten through 
second grade students at the Park Ridge Library, as well as packing meals at Feed My 
Starving Children. Diana was chosen as one of just five students to lead a tour of 
Emerson for visiting judges of the “Horizon School to Watch” award. Diana is described 
as one of the kindest students in the school. Even with all the accolades from teachers 
and community members, Diana proved that personal growth and determination are 
keys to ethical leadership. As she stated: “I find that it takes confidence and integrity to 
recognize when I’m in the wrong, but courage and leadership to stand up to others 
when I know what’s right.”  We at ELF are thrilled to award the Judith L. Snow Ethical 
Leadership Award to Diana Tuebo. 
 

Lincoln Middle School  
 
Brianna Irizarry 
Brianna Irizarry stated in her essay: “I believe the way to lead is to be an example for 
those who surround you with simple actions, including treating people just as you would 
like to be treated.”  Brianna has proven that she is an ethical leader in many ways as a 
student at Lincoln Middle School, as well as in the community. Brianna is described as 
having impressive consistency and as being focused on her listening skills, which are 
very important leadership skills. As a member of the Where Everyone Belongs (WEB) 
program at school, “she always has a warm smile and is eager to help.” Brianna is also 
described as modeling the behavior of an “exceptional student and a compassionate 
human being.” In Brianna’s thoughtful essay, she highlighted the fact that she 
encourages her classmates to stand up for themselves, and puts forth her best effort on 
any assessment or project. Brianna described, “Believing that my actions can make a 
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difference has inspired me to always move toward the ultimate goal of advancing the 
common good for future generations to come.” She has reached out to the community 
as a volunteer at Feed My Starving Children as well as Bernie’s Book Bank. We at ELF 
are thrilled to award the Judith L. Snow Ethical Leadership Award to Brianna.  
 
Leila Tannous 
Leila Tannous stated: “While others mock, or tease for being different, I am glad that I 
am like no one else. I want to help people by encouraging inclusiveness, global 
appreciation and self awareness.” Leila is committed to ethical leadership at school, at 
home, and in the community. Her love for soccer stems from the knowledge that 
success comes through “balanced, unselfish” teamwork. As a member of her soccer 
team, she earns the respect of her teammates through hard work. In fact, her coach 
stated, “she can get hard on herself because she feels like she has not done enough.” 
As a member of the violin section of the Lincoln Orchestra, as well as a 9-year piano 
player, Leila acknowledged that music can bring people together. Leila’s commitment to 
excellence was best stated in her thoughtful essay when she wrote, “I accept people for 
who they are. I try to spread this awareness by example and positivity, especially when 
some kids might not find it cool.” Being willing to do what is right when faced with peers 
who aren’t as willing to do the same was highlighted as a quality of ethical leadership. 
Leila’s open-mindedness, as well as her willingness to listen to others is admirable, and 
we at ELF are thrilled to award her with the Judith L. Snow Ethical Leadership Award. 
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